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Subject
	History – Tudor games

	Age range
	7–11

	Learning objective(s) 

QCA Refs

NC Refs
	To use historical sources to ask and answer questions about the lives of people in Tudor times.

Unit 8. What were the differences between the lives of rich and poor people in Tudor times?  

3, 4a, 4, 8a

	Cross-curricular links
	Art

	Games involved
	Leapfrog, Tug of war, Five stones, I sent a letter to my love 

	Resources
	Image – Pieter Bruegel painting: Children’s Games c. 1560. The image of this painting can be found in the Games to play album section of Playground fun, under Leapfrog.



	Teaching idea/activity
	Introduce the painting to pupils, explaining that it was created in around 1560 by Flemish painter Pieter Bruegel. The title of painting is Children’s games or Young folk at play. 

Ask them to study the painting.

What does this painting tell us about life in Tudor times? (Including the type of games and activities played by children/young people, clothing, building styles etc.) What makes this painting from 1560 such a reliable piece of information about what life was like in 1560? What makes this piece of evidence so useful if we want to find out what life was like in 1560?
Ask pupils to try and list games or activities that they can see in painting. (It may be worth dividing children into small groups to each study a small section of the painting – there are over 80 different activities visible.)

Discuss the list of games drawn up by pupils.

How many games can you identify/do you recognise as games you play or know?

Follow-up activity

Look more closely at one of the activities/games not identified.

Can you work out how the game might be played or what it might be called?  


	Other information
	


